
 ᐅᑭᐦᒋᑖᐃᐧᐢᑫᐧᐊᐧᐦᐠ 
Okihcitâwiskwêwak 

clan mothers; warrior women; law keepers; 

genetic engineers 



"During and prior to treaty making, it would have 

been the okihcitâwiskwêwak who would have been 

consulted regarding the land, because authority and 

jurisdiction to speak about land resides with the 

women." (55) 

 

McAdam, Sylvia. Nationhood Interrupted. 2014. 



ᒥᔪ ᐑᒉᐦᑐᐃᐧᐣ  

miyo-wîcêhtowin  

Good relations  



"One of the foundational laws that developed the 
treaty interpretation is miyo-wîcêhtowin, meaning 
"having or posessing good relations [...] The root 
of wîcêhtowin is wîcêw- which means to come 
alongside or to support. It is this nêhiyaw law and 
others which are the foundation for Treaty 6." (47) 
 
McAdam, Sylvia. Nationhood Interrupted. 2014. 
 



ᑭᐢᑮᐁᐧᐦᐅᐣ  

Kiskîwehon 

Flag 



We have been told that as the wind blows through the 

Union Jack we are reminded of the responsibilities and 

obligations entered into at the time of treaty making. 

According to Tyrone Tootoosis these obligations include 

friendship, living as sovereign Nations, sharing the land 

as neighbours and allied peoples, and growing up 

together well. (http://creeliteracy.org/2013/09/12/tyrone-

tootoosis-sr-on-the-treaty-six-flag/) 



ᒪᐢᑯᓯᕀ  

Maskosiy 



 

Grass 

 



ᔫᑎᐣ  

yôtin  



 

Wind 

 



            ᐄᐧᒋᐦᑐᐠ  

   Wîcîhitohk 



 

 

Help each and one another! 



ᐲᓯᒼ 

 

pîsim  



 

Sun 

 



ᐊᐢᑮᕀ 

askîy 



 

Earth; land. A connotation of 

raw.  



ᐅᐢᑭᒋᕀ 
Oskiy  pipestem 

 



In The Counselling Speeches of Jim Kâ-Nîpitêhtêw, kâ-

pimwêwêhahk (Jim Kâ-Nîpitêhtêw) shares the importance of a 

pipestem as the "Cree document of the treaty." This pipestem 

carries the stories and legal promises agreed to at the time of 

treaty making. The pipestem is a testimony that no human would 

ever break the agreements entered into during the treaty making 

process. However, we know that these promises continue to be 

broken everyday. For kâ-pimwêwêhahk, sharing the testimony of 

the pipestem is an important step toward building good treaty 

relationship. 

(Kâ-Nîpitêhtêw, Jim. The Counselling Speeches of Jim Kâ-

Nîpitêhtêw. 101)  



ᐅᐢᐚᑲᐣ 
 

 

        Ospwâkan            pipe  



"During treaty making, the nêhiyawak understood they 
were not surrendering nor ceding the land or its resources. 
[...] It was understood the relationship would be one based 
on alliance. nêhiyaw ceremonies were conducted 
throughout, and the pipe was utilized. The nêhiyaw 
understanding of bringing a pipe ceremony into the 
discussion is that the pipe laws are the foundation to 
peace." 
 
(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 78) 
 



ᐊᒥᐢᑯᐊᐧᒋᐅᐚᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ 

amiskowacîyowâskahikan 

Edmonton 



"Beaver (amisk) Hills (wacî) House (wâskahikan) refers to 

Fort Edmonton, where the legislature now is. Prior to that, 

it was know as Amiskwaciy, because the hills going 

downtown look like beavers backs. Hard to see now 

because of the buildings there. I've seen a lot of people 

move away from using the house part, and sticking with 

Amiskwaciy." 

 

Courteney Morin. Personal correspondence. April, 2017. 

 



 

ᐊᒥᐢᐠ 

amisk 

beaver 



 

 

A nêyihaw name for around this part of Edmonton 

is amiskowacîy, or "beaver hills." amisk is the 

nêyihaw word for beaver. 

 



ᒥᐢᑭᓈᕁ  
 

Miskinâhk 



 

turtle 

 



ᑲ ᐋᐦᑲᒣᔨᐦᑕᒥᕁ 

ka âhkameyihtamihk 

persevere, keep trying. 

 



 

"This is the meaning of a peace treaty. It needs to be 

lived. It is not an empty phrase or value; it is a living 

spirit."  

(Sharon Venne. "Treaties Made in Good Faith." 3) 

 



ᑭᐊᑕᒥᐢᑲᑎᓇᐊᐧᐤ 

 

kihatamiskatinawâw 

 



 

 

I greet you all! 

 



ᒐᐦᑭᐯᐦᐃᑲᐣ 

chahkipehikana 

spirit markers 



 "[Calling Badger] told the people he had gone to the Fourth 

World, the spirit world, and there the spirits taught him many 

things. Calling Badger told the peeople of the things he was 

shown that prophesized events in the future, then he pulled out 

some pieces of birch bark with symbols on them. These symbols, 

he told the people, were to be used to write down the spirit 

langauges, and for the Cree people to use to communicate 

among themselves." (Winona Stevenson, "Calling Badger and the 

Symbols of the Spirit Langauge: The Cree Origins of the Syllabic 

System." 20-1) 



   ᓀᐦᐃᔭᐤ 
 

                nêhiyaw 



 

"The journey of each nêhiyaw person begins in the spiritual 

world with the Creator, the life-giver. Human birth is sacred and 

profound because of the gift of the soulflame. The reference that 

a child is a gift is that much more understood: "a newly born 

baby is the closest a human being will ever get to the Creator.""  

(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 30) 

 



ᔮᐯᐊᐧᔮ   
      yâpêwayân 
                                                    hide 



"The Elders give an account of the original treaty being written on the 

backof a buffalo hide: 'It will also be written on the raw hide, never to be 

erased [...] Today, we find the Treaty is written different as it has been said. 

The way it was written originally should be the same today.' This hide was 

hidden from the government's forces during the Poundmaker and Big 

Bear troubles in 1885. There are Elders within the Treaty 6 area who know 

about the existence of this hide. At some point in the future, this hide will 

be produced by the Elders for people to see the actual articles of the 

treaty."  

(Sharon Venne. "Understanding Treaty 6." 193) 



ᑭᒋᐚᒥᓇᐊᐧᐠ       ᑭᐊᐧᐦᑰᒫᑲᓂᓇᐧᐠ 

kiciwâminawak          kiwahkêmâkaninawak 

 

    

     cousins        relatives 

 



We've heard Reuben Quinn say that a gender inclusive term that 

might translate roughly to "cousins" is kiwahkêmâkaninawak. We 

include both terms as we have learnt them from Rueben and 

Sylvia McAdam: “At Treaty 6 the nêhiyawak adopted the Queen 

and her children. We became relatives. When your ancestors 

came to this territory, kiciwâminawak, our law applied. These 

kinship relationships were active choices, a state of relatedness or 

connection by adoption. Indigenous laws, specifically nêhiyaw 

(Cree) laws, were the vehicle that drove the process and the 

signing.  

 

(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 24) 



ᓂᐱᕀ    nipiy 
 

 

water 



"I remember the Elders stating that the Treaty will last "as 
long as the sun shines, the waters flow, and the grass 
grows." The words "the waters flow" refer, not to a body of 
water like the North Saskatchewan River, but to the water 
that breaks when a woman gives birth. Because the Treaty 
is supposed to last for as long as water flows when women 
give birth, these words tie Cree women like me to the 
Treaty process."  
(Sharon Venne. "Treaties Made in Good Faith." 1.) 

 



ᐁᐹᐢᑐᐦᑌᐟ 
                  ê-pâstohtêt 

 
                                             stepping over 



 

"Imagine yourself surrounded by lines of laws all your life; there is a line 

for stealing, murder, ect. these lines must not be stepped over. When you 

step over those lines, the you have broken a law and that law needs to be 

identified."  

 

(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 43) 



ᐃᓯᓀᐤᒥᓯᑯᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᐣ 

       iyiniw miyikowisiwin 

 

  making relationships 



"Nationhood is primarily about land, language, and culture. 
Gaining an awareness of Indigenous laws will provide non-
Indigenous people insight into the thoughts, worldview, 
and nationhood of Indigenous people before and during 
the numbered Treaty making process. The cultures of 
Indigenous peoples are diverse and unique. In this, iyiniw 
miyikowisiwin are the First Nations laws, First Nations 
understandings of Creation and sacred relationships with 
all of Creation."  
(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 25) 
 



ᐊᐧᐦᑰᑐᐃᐧᐣ 
wahkôhtowin 

kinship with all of Creation 
 

 



 "Wahkôhtowin refers to kinship relations and teaches us to extend our 

relational network in four directions so that it also includes the more-

than-human beings than live amongst us. Thus, following the holistic 

relational wisdom of wahkôhtowin, we are called to repeatedly 

acknowledge and honour the fact that the sun, the land, the wind, the 

water, the animals, and the trees (just to name a few) are quite literally our 

relatives; we carry parts of each of them inside our own bodies. We are 

fully reliant on them for our survival and so the wise person works to 

ensure that those more-than-human relatives are kept healthy and treated 

with the deep respect that they deserve." (Elder Bob Cardinal, Dwayne 

Donald, Christine Stewart. "Four Directions Teachings: A Holistic Inquiry in 

Support of Life and Living." Course Outline) 



ᑐᑊᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ 

tapwewin 

 

truth 



 

There can be no lies when the pipe is put together. "The non-indigenous 

people tell us, "Look, it is written down. Peoples ceded, surrendered, and 

released the land to the colonizers." When you read between the lines, the 

papers suggest that Indigenous Peoples gave up to the colonizers our 

governments, our legal systems, our children, our life. This is not 

honouring treaties made in "good faith."These are lies written on paper 

and voiced by governments and academics. Lies written on paper are not 

true for anyone." (Sharon Venne. "Treaties Made in Good Faith." 7.) 

 



ᐃᐢᑫᐧᐤ 

iskwew  

 

woman - prophesier of the future 



 

"The law keepers are the nêhiyaw women, but with the advent of the 

Indian Act, the status of women and the illegalizing of nêhiyaw 

ceremonies had a terrible consequence on parenting and the transferring 

of Indigenous knowledge. It is this knowledge that is crucial and critical in 

creating a foundation of laws in which each child has been nurtured and 

raised."  

(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 28) 

 



              ᐹᐢᑖᒧᐏᐣ 

                                       pâstâmowin  

verbal law that addresses the use of 

language against human beings 

 



 

"It is important to state that silence or non-action do not exempt any 

human being from the laws. It's considered pâstâmowin to remain silent 

or to take no action while harm is being done to another human being or 

to anything in creation."  

 

(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 40) 

 



ᐅᐦᒋᑯᐋᐧᐳᐄᐧ 

ohsikowâpowîn  

 

the unforced 

tear drop of gratitude 



 

 

In a teaching about the significance of numbers, Reuben Quinn told us of 

ohsikowâpowîn, the unforced tear drop of gratitude, one of the 7 

offerings.  

 

 



ᐋᔨ / ᐋᔨᐢ / ᐋᔨᓰᔨᓇᐤ 

âyi / âyis / âyisîyinaw  

 

supreme being / us / human beings 

from Turtle Island 



 

 

The centre of all; enveloping power; supreme being / us - everyone 

regardless of race or creed / indigenous people of Turtle Island. 

(Reuben Quinn. Lecture. February 2017) 

 

 



ᐊᐋᐧᓯᓴᐠ 

awâsisak  

 

 

children - glowing sacred flames 



 

"A nêhiyaw child is born with many gifts; nêhiyawêwin (language), 

pimâtisiwin (life), pimâcihowin (livelihood). More specifically, there are 

four gifts given to them: emotional, mental, physical and spiritual. All four 

have to be in balance with each other using the nêhiyaw laws as the 

foundation at all times."  

 

(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 47) 

 



ᐸᑭᑎᓈᓲᐃᐧᐣ 

pakitinâsôwin  

 

 

            relationship of reciprocity 



pakitinâsôwin is a term Reuben Quinn asked us to help 

him find English words that would more fully encompass its 

meaning than "gift-giving." Gift-giving, as it tends to be 

understood in English, has different connotations. This 

word refers to gift-giving in ceremony which establishes 

relationships of reciprocity. Gifts are given in exchange for 

prayers and good wishes. It embodies a "letting go", 

reciprocity rather than indebtedness and facilitates 

wahkôhtowin. 



ᓵᑭᐦᐃᑐᐠ 

sâkihitok 

love each and one another 



 
 
The first law. 
 
(Reuben Quinn. Lecture. January 
2017) 

 



ᐊᓂᐢᑯᑕᐯ 

aniskotapê 

connection to generations 

 



"At the time of the treaty-making, Indigenous Peoples 
never gave up the land. When Indigenous Peoples talk 
about the land and the making of Treaty, we are talking 
about our life and the life of the future generations. Land is 
central to the process. We have a relationship with our 
Creation based on a legal system designed to protect and 
honour the land. These are the laws that guided Cree 
Peoples when the Chiefs negotiated and concluded Treaty 
Six in 1876." 
(Sharon Venne. "Treaties Made in Good Faith." 2) 

 



ᐊᔭᒥᐦᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
      ayamihchikewin 

 

reading 



 

"nêhiyaw history is not written in the history books of the 
môniyâwak; the beautiful and powerful nêhiyaw history is 
written in the lands and waters. It's in the pictographs, 
petroglyphs, rock markings, in the ghost dance bundles, 
sacred sites, and the final resting places of Indigenous 
peoples. nêhiyaw history is believed to be "written" in the 
blood memory and in the spiritual memories of its 
peoples."  
(Sylvia McAdam. Nationhood Interrupted. 25) 
 



ᐃᐧᔭᐢᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇ 
 

Wiyasiwêwina 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

laws 



 

ᐄᐧᒉᐅᐧᐃᐧᐣ 

 

wîcêwowin 



 

 

 

depending on each other 

 

 



ᐄᐧᓱᐦᑲᒫᑐᐃᐧᐣ 
 

Wîsohkamâtowin 



helping each other 

 

 

 

 

 



ᒥᔪᐊᐧᑕᒧᐤᐠ 
 

miyowatamohk 

 

Have fun!  



 

 

 

The third law 

 



 

ᐃᐢᑯᔨᐦᑯᐠ ᐲᓯᒼ 

ᑲᐱᒧᐦᑌᐟ ᐃᐢᑯᔨᐦᑯᐠ ᓰᐱᐩ 

ᑲᐱᒥᒋᐘᐦᐠ ᐃᐢᑯᔨᐦᑯᐠ ᒧᐢᑯᓰᔭ 

ᑫᓵᑭᑭᐦᑭ ᐃᐢᑯᔨᐦᑯᐠ ᐃᔫᑎ ᑲᐱᒧᐦᑌᐟ 



"During the ceremony âtâyohkanak (spirit helpers) entered the 
lodge of the women. There were many who entered but five made 
a declaration. The first that came was pîsim (the sun). The sun 
told the women, "I will bear witness to this exhange and I will stand 
bu it for all time." The second and third âtâyohkanak was the nipiy 
(water), but it was the male and female nipiy that came in [...] The 
fourth âtâyohkanak was the wihkask (sweetgrass) [...] The final 
âtâyohkanak was the grandfather rock [...]. This is why the term 
"as long as the sun shines, the rivers flow, and the grass grows: 
from the numbered treaties is so important and critical." We have 
also been told that yôtin (wind) belongs among these âtâyohkanak 
which is why we have included it here.  (Sylvia McAdam, 57) 
 
 



ᑭᓭᒪᓂᑐᐤ 

 
Kisemanitow 
 
 
 



 
creator; Kise (sometimes kici) means 
big/large/great and manitow means spirit. So 
this creator is our Great spirit. 
 
(Courteney Morin. Personal Correspondance. 
April 2014) 

 
 



ᑭᐢᑭᓇᐧᐦᐊᒪᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ 
 
kiskinwahamakosiwin 
 
education 
 



At the beginning of "Treaties Made in Good Faith" Sharon Venne reminds us 
that The University of Alberta is situated on land expropriated from the 
Papaschase Cree. What does it mean to continue to study here with that 
knowledge? Courteney Morin says kiskinwahamakosiwin breaks down into 
"to show someone something/to show yourself something." Education 
cannot necessarily encompass this understanding. The 'vulgar' translation is 
about education, but it's perhaps there might be something that is more true 
to the Treaty intentions. Venne also reminds us that “education was a right 
secured through the treaty process, a right that was consistently violated." 
As we continue to work as professors and students, how do we stay with 
these understandings to show each other (and ourselves) what a less 
violent for of education might look like?  
 
(Courteney Morin. Personal Correspondence. 2017; Sharon Venne. 
"Understanding Treaty 6: And Indigenous Perspective." 195) 
 



ᑕᐸᐦᑰᐦᑐᐃᐧᐣ 
 
                                                  
 
           tapahkôhtowin 



 
 
 
building relationships 


